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Th'; AIi,I of' Society is to preserve and record the HISTORY of the
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I A RESEARCH }IEET IN6 IS ON EACH sRD
THURSDAY AT 7495 6REAT EASTERN HIGHWAY ,MLINDAR.ING, AT 7 30 P.F



BRINGIHG YflJ UP
Firstly, apologies for the long gap between Newsletter

No. 's8&9.
I was overseas after No.B - and thougtr now reUred, find
there ls 6 fot. to do in addition to Historical society
rnatters.

I find l.hat the HHHS has been verv actiw in my
absence. A great deal of maberlal In the way of pholos and
wrrtten history has been accumulated, and what is even
betLer, flled a,t{a,/ for ready reference In the newty
acquired t-iling cabirret. This, with a rrew electric.
typewrlter and a tape recorder came to us from the
Lolleries corrrrnission , to whonr we are grateful. we were
granted t724 from the Commfsslon.

Orr 'home', Temuka, is looking every inch a Historical
socrefv HQ. ano this has como about with s eady work
acqulring furnlture, placing pictures and coilections of
magazines, Secre[ary val flarUn has been responsfble for
a lot of this - I found it was altogether more workable and
wefconrfng when I re urned. Thanks Vall

The routine of keeping our guest speakers for the
Research lleetings (thus savfng thenr the possfble terliunr
and late night which might follow if they harj to wait till
generaf business was concluded in Generaf lleellngs) has
been kept up. But the S-llinute History Spots in the
General Heetings ,where members enllghLen u3 on a Loplc
they harc researched, is proving popular with us all.

I understand t.hat the Hfslory wafks undertaken round
llundarirrg on Saturday afternoons once a nronth have also
treen popular- a repor[ on the most recenL one appears
under the title HlsroRlc HARTUNG STREET tater in the
magazine.

tt/ith our householder status hnre come duiles in the
way of qardenlng and housecf eanlng, olus of course
responsibility for suppers twice a month for our meetings.
Please check the roster - and if you feel discrlminated
against beeause yorln name is not there, ret pres. |laureen
krrow.

We a?e now a much more visible fbrce in the
communlLy, vtlth members conUnulng Intervlewlng senlor
cittzens and recordinq their memories. speakers from our
socfely speaklng at functlons and wlth offlclal lrwlLaLions
ltr be present aL shire functions. You will note other'ffrsts' whlch hare happened In the last months as you
read tlris newsletter. lf there was ever any doubt that this
Socfety woulrl wlther away, we have prwed we are here
to stay and will only get stronger.



NEW
t'tFf'lRFRS

oLD iIUNDAR|NG pRlttARY SCHOOL UPDATE- 
3.Newspaper reports recently Lell us thal the proposed

shopping centre of developer f1r John f1air, (which will of
couf'se affecl the faLe of the old schoof )ls agaln
considered imminent. In the current economic climate the
proposal musl be hedged aboul by nrany 'lfs' and 'bu[s',

but it could be under way this year. All who signed our
peLibion askins f1r flair to allow the venerabfe bulldlng' Lo
remoin on site and to assist its possage into the care of
the HHHS and t0 make it inLo a living museum as a
tribute to our pioneers .and their descendants" may still
need [o be vigilanL Lo ensure thal the old school nteets tfie
fate they wished for it.

hi lfrls corrnectlon, the Shlre Councll has made f t, cfear
irr the report of' the President orr Page 3 of its 90/91
Annual reporL thal it has been 'uble bo pursuade shopplng
centre developers not to demolish the old timber houss'
(presumably this means the old school, since the old
schoolfrr.ruse lras already beerr demolished) , but that',it will
hecome part. of tfie shopplng complex, although lts use has
rrot yet beerr decided.'

Thls clearfy doesn'[ ,and can't., precfude movfng of the
school building from its site - or from some unsuitable
alteralion in struct{re or use,

In addition,thc War l'lemorial and tho Hemorlal Roso
Garcten may wef l make way for a drlveway, ls thls what
shorlld happen ?

We huve recenLly learnl thaL the Bllgontan Well had an
accompanying stone building ( convict Depot ) still in one
piece lorrg afttr tfre corrvlcLs had departrd, bu[ tha[
oflicialdom decreed it was a bit of'a blot on the escutcheon
and had ib demolished in the '30s, Though we are lucky In
havrnq l-lundaring Shire Council's support in our aim to
retain the school, we mus[ all be vigllanl and actfve.
!/e were haggy to welcorne Lorrra Noonan ( nee Serisier)
and her daughLer-in-faw Kim Noonan, George and Nancy
Lee, Charlie and Helen Ball, Grega and Pauline Watson and
Sue and Andrew Pankhurst fo our ranks in the fas[ few
months.

Readers wrshrng to become members are adyfsed that
annual membersh{p chargas sre as follows;- $ZO per
larr i i ly ,  I  l5 per indivldual,
$6 per individual pensioner, $B for a pensioner couple, 06
for a junior stlden[ and $20 for an instfbulfon. Our
Treasurer's phone number is 296 6279 if you require a
menrbershlp form, We would be tlellght€d to hare you Joln
us. Srmply turn up at our scheduled meetings ( see front
co./er for deLalls) aL any lime ond you wllf recefve a warm
welcorne.



POTICY STATET1ENT AND S-YEAR PLAN.
Wlth a great deaf of help from llember lslay Kef ly, who

is studying for a Diploma in Local History at Edith Cowan
universi[y. these documenLs are afmost finalised. with so
much work In view, y/o are hoping all members will
become actlve Lo help us achieve our alms.

RECENT ACTIVITIES
HIST0RY SPOT at our llarch meeting was fi[ed by

Lor'na Nourrarr's talk 0rr her farnily's proper'ty, narned
Fllendale when built in 1900 by her grandfalher Thomas
John Serlsler. The property ls an old-fashloned J/4 nrlle
along Old Sawyers Rd and now bolongs Lo people ouLstde
the family, who hare giwn lt a new name. 0f course
readers will know Lorna's mother, Eileen Serisier as a long-
tirne residerrt of Sawyers Valley and a teacher for many
y6ars at the old llundaring Schoof .

Lorna r'eqreated the old horne by her descrlpUons of lts
stlrdy lron/weatherboard frame , its exterlor kitchen (
moved lock stock and barrel along the slde wall at one
s[age) which fealured the reliable tleLters No Z wood
stow and the house os lt was was warmed by open fires.
Clntbuildinqs like feed sheds and the like were cut by hand
from sleepers by her grandfather and she recalled rnany
inslances of her childish dellghls in the old house and
watching her grandparents demonstrate their wrsaUllty
in prac[ical pursuils. LaLer her famity moved to the
buildrng previouslv known as -Nook and Cranny house" in
Sawyers . I note lt has a new name now. Lorna and
husband Tom trve rn tilen Forrest. .

SHIRE MAgAZII.IE.
Editor of this magazine, Haureen De La Harpe, has been

along t^) Tentuka to get infornra[fon and photos for our
contribution [o the second edition. lt is hoped to regurarly
Include a contrlbullon from us on some ofd bulfdlng or srte
in the Shire, and its history.

HELENA VALLEY SCHOOL FETE.
A[ this fete we wtll be represenLed by a pholographic

display, lhe topic of whlch ls FASHIfNS. We hane
assembled a colleclic,n of phot,ographs, which we have
laminated so that people can handle them with impunity,
showing somo of our forebears in their glad rags.



I1UNDARING ARTS FAIR.
(h.rr' corrtributiorr to this will again be ptrotographic, thls

time the theme being THEN AND NS/. So wo have
asqerrrbled a series of photos strowirrg |lundarirrg Buildings
early in the century and these are accompanied by photos
of the same buildings as they are now.

We are thus going oul inLo the communiLy with some
proof of our industry and indeed our existence. orerles
conlinue to come our w6y redirecbed from the Shire. A
recent one ( whlch dld not finally reach us, owing to the
urrtlidtifrEd nabure of our headquar[ers) was from lwo
women wil.h a keen fnterest in local harrnled houses! we
hope tfiat in the fulure - in tlrat 5 yaar plan of ours- we
wrll have a museum antl easy access to the public, whose
inLeresl in hisbory is obvious.

Another fascinating question to which members found
the anslryer recently wcs 1#here is the cesUe et.
I'lurrdarirrg weir-? Sorrrebody carrre to us with a postcard
faafuring an elegant castle pictured noar Lhe weir. After
rriuctr searchirrg as to pussible sitings of such a casile, lt
was found that the postcard was one of those pho[ographic
delusions, In which superimposition of one plcture 0n
anotJrer gives unususf effecLsf

FIRST SCHOOL VISITORS.
We vyere deligtrted to luve our first school students

visil our headquarlers recently. l5 | l-yr-old students
orrd ttreir [eacher, Hr Rlchard Tonklrr, can€ fhom the
centre l'or talenLed children in our aree. This is called
PEAC (Primary Extension and Qhallenge) and is housed in
the Helena Valley Primary school. though in facl no
student from thls school is In the local history course In
which oul' visiLors are s[udying. flany courses in unusual
subJects are run by PEAC and glfted students come from
all local prinrary schools for jusL half a day per week for
rrp l.o B weeks for their chosen course. As mothers
usually Lransporl the sludenls, we also had several
rnothers along - antl they too were interested In Temuka
and all iL meons. They werg able bo peep inLo our archives,
recerved a talk from f1r Fteece 6ray and his sister lirs
Bending, and took part in our History Debactive Otiz, in
whicl'r everyday objects frorn the past such as a hurricane
lamp, an 'aeroplane' hair lvaver, a bulLer knife and a
bot,tjack rvere ]randled by them as they tried to work out
the name and use ol each object. They showed intense
interest in Briony's wind-up gramophone. we had orrcr s0
sucn oblecLs. and judging by the ln[eresl they showed .
there is enormous scope for the establlshment of a
nluseun) in f'lundaring for our young people.



The

),oungstens of s0 many other Shires have already had sttch
rliuseunls for years drrd years. Oi Tuesday l*larch 24tJ,,
t.he same grout' came with rrs 0n an excursion in which
Bilgoman !/ell and convicL sLation ruins, the old Swan View
tunnel and tlundaring Weir were vtsited by the children .
Hember, llrs Briony Walerhouse gave the sLudenls the
rrenefit of' her extensive ltnowledge of llundaring Weir's
history on this oceasion. She and I both found that pictures
arrd actual objecls exterrded the ctrildrerr's imaginations -

they yvere quit.e excited to find old spikes from the
rJenrulished railway lirre. Ttrey firrd iL trard to irrragirre a
world withoul elecLriciLy, roads , supermarkels and cars!
We halr to help them !

wop.KtNG wtTH cALf1.
l'lrs Waberhouse is also the Lour leader for ons of

CALIl's '60 BUSH'
tuurs on f"larctr Z8ttr, wherr she will lead the guided walk
ent.itled 'Locos, Bogies and Sawpi[s ' and show anldence of
these in Mundaring's history early in this century. Briony
is a speaker in high demand with local groups and puts in
careful research before any such function. Probus and a
focal School for Seniors have had her address them
recently.

HISTORIC HARTUNG STREET.
Three grbclous old honies in tfiis streeL were vlslt.ed,

with infbrmatiw commentary from their present owners,
vrhen members and friends of HHHS Look a Satlrday
qfternoon stroll down memory lane on March 7th. 22
peoplo an62 children went bo the three homes visited.
The first, No ?7, will by the time you read this , hane been
b'ansfbrnred InLo the Gallery Sraun, where the bes[ ar[
and a changing display each month , plus catering for
snacks, can be enJoyed. Owners Anlla and Josef Braun
have been hard at work fon a long time ensuring that they.
the seventh o\.vners of the properLy, present lf in an
authentic and tasteful way. lt was built in 1905 by
sof lcltor O.L, Haynes and laLer occupied by the Lee Sfeere
sisters, the Fishers, the Kerrdalls ,ttre llcNamaras and therr
Don and Bernlce Chesson,
It was irrter'esting to trive Bernice Chesson on our tour, as
she remombered it over the 26 years of her occupanc.y
until 1991. The wide verandahs,high ceil ings, solid feel to
the doors and wrndows and lwely linish to the jarrah
board floors were a delight.

l
\
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wr nex[ vrsrL was uo No, 2 t HarLung streef, where (
cor.rncillor) F'.obent, Atkins and his wife Janet showed us
how lfiey havo pulled the house back fo ils orfginal shape,
taking away the expedient but flimsy additioni put there
by the first or/rref, Dr Huniphrey who buill the house fn
1925 and later enclosed the verandah to make a surgery
and some verandah sleeplng space In the ilmes when tireri
was n0 hosprtal hancly and some patients stayed under his
care for some tlme afLer Lreatrnent. Hember Ron Hancock
recalls tlre rattrer austere Dr Hunrphrey riding his trorse,-rn house calls and extoflfng the virt.ues of fresh air and
exer'cise. A nructr nrore ancient parL outside the house ,which is now a big birdcage,appeared to hane once been
either an early camp site or housing for members other
than iamrly ones, Nothrng is known of Lhis segmen[ of the
outbuildings. A stable was of course an essential one.
LaLer owners were Dr Breckfer, Guy waltace and Kevfn
warnes , with Plembers Robin and Norm 6iles being the
ones who sold to Robert and Janet and mwed nex[ door to
Nrrmber 17.

l{un$er l7 was origlnally tfre home block of a much
larqer property - 70 acres -being Lot 106 in a Land Grant
in tfre name of Elizabeth waLson. There musl be somethlng
in the names Elizabeth and John, for like Elizabetfi
llacArthur, this Ellzabeth and her children managed the
property and all its orchard and animals whilst liusband
.fohn was away quf te ofLen as an englneer In the gofdffelds.
It was irrterestirrg to see, now thoroughly ernbedd-ed into an
ofd tree on the property, the chaln and support on whlch
sheep were strung up for skinning and for cutting up.
Efrzabettr was memorabfe for her solid suppoi[ in fund-
raising for the church of the Epiphany in flann street . she
r3 also remembered for plan[ing s0me very large and
rather hungry tnees in Robin and Norm's front ya-"0 - a
car'utr b'ee,4 tu|penfine tfees and sonle camphor laurels ,
Brrl. we were very grateful for their lovely shade as we
enjoyed a lorrg chaLLy afLernoon tea on yet anotfier shady
elegant verarrdah. Afl were very grateful to our hosts,
who _ had gone to a lol of troubte to make us very
comfortable.

rhese walking bours aro becoming a very enJoyable
part of fIHHS's calendar and members are urged [o do a
liLLle r'ssearch and pernrission-seeking in theli own areas
and let us in on the charms of some of thein favourite
St,OtS,

1



RESEARCH HEETIIIG, HARCH IgTH
Urrr guest, Jan Di Ftosso, the Senior Records Officer

from the llundaring Shire, came to Lalk to whaL was a
very snrall ( but appreciative) group of 5 flembers about
her job, She had 00ne to ronsfderabfe troubfe to bring
rnaterials tu struw us arrd Lo lend to us for our study
or,rposes, alf of which wil l be most. useful In our task of
record and archive keeping. She gave us a record of items
afready "archtved" ,

In 1984 Jan began the huge tssk of sifting through
ma[enals such as rate books( going back to | 9 | 9),
records of building registers and letters. She admits to
nrany laughs e.g. early corrrplafnls abouL hyglerre In a
buteher's shop being replied to by said butcher in terms
lmplying tf iaL tf ie Coolgardie safe was O.K. and 'there

weren't too many fl ies". The copper-plate wniting of most
of these earl'y vrriLers v/as something she much admired
and she coniessed to keeping some bits of paper just for
the wriLing and nol necessarily the conLenf!

She explaineo ttre great relevance [o Lhe public of t]re
Pubfic Recorrls now that the Freedom of Informalion Law
is abc'ut tu errter t iry Statute Books. Access to all sorts of
records wifl have to heconre easfer- and her work has
ubviously organised it irr readiness.

fhe Property base on whlch Lhe records are kept was
shown to ug, and the subject f i les ( Shire Based) lycrc
exempli i ied by Lhe Yal lamore Vrl laqe f i le,  which shows the
whole wonderful project in photos, news articles and
Shire antl ir ical irrvolvenreril In all lLs phases Such
records are clearly history in the making, and future
li isforiarrs and iri lerrsfed pbopfe wllf bless Jan for her
painstaking work.

She explained fhaL af least ten iLems are needed for her
t0 beqrn a subiect i i le, so we made sure she left with a
complebe sef of our ney/slelfers. lL is good Lo know that
another set of records Lresictes our own on PIHHS is in
careful slorage and able to be easif y retrianed,

Of great irrterest tu us was a pile of original, untlt led
photos whic.h the Shire had been given, clearly ref at.ing bo
tlre Goldfields Water Supply Scheme. A caulking machine
on the ptpes, Lhe chrmney of a pumping staLion being
erected, bush camps with superior f loors and an early
phobo of the Clacklrne Rarlway S[ation were examined
using our own reference books and at least some light
[hruwrr on Lheir subjecLs.
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bLAChTBOY H|LL ( W.W. l). HEilOR'ASILIA

f"lemher \/al llartin on frehirlf of flHHS, set. up the
,j isplay of t lrese iterrrs irr t fre l lurrdaring Shire Library
recent ly

IIEETING WITH SHIRE COUNCIL I1ANAGER I1AX WILLIAIIS
AND K IM HASTIE . MANAGETI Of ADI1INISTRATIVE
SERVICES, IIUNDARI}IG SHIRE COUNCIL,

f,h f1arch 1 lth, memben: of HHHS had the pleasure of
showino these Lwo oenLlemen our headquarLers and Lalklng
0\.€r the sort of plans we need to make to achieve our aim
tif er hisLrrry tltuseun) , ihe infornial discusslon was mosl
rrseful and we \nrere most grateful that we are now able to
li.l'v€ a certain anjounL crf plir.itrrcopying done by the Shfre,
since this was beginning to use up money needed for other
proJects, such as copying of historlcal phoLos whfch are
lent to us.

ANN NOW.. . . .  .  . . . . . .  FOR THE FUruRE I
rPLEASE NOTE.. . . . . . . . .  there wi l l  be no research

nieeLing in Apl' i l ,'  since it nearly coincides with Easter.
r APRIL GENERAI IIEET|NG - ApRtt I st A good

f urnrrp is needed to give our policy and S-year plan final
.rpproval, Our Hislory SpoL wll l be taken up by preslden[
llarrreen Tie and her subject is the history of the Byfield
farrril,; of llahogany fnn,

*HAY GEHERAL |IEETING - t"tAy 6fH. Our
iiislory SpoL should be rrrosl irrteresting - Jeff llurray has
a sad tale of a historic and tost well to nelat.e.Hopefulfy it
will rrot be the tale uf lrrrw Rurr Harrcock fetl Into ft whllst
looking for i t

please
supporl tfiis as we are assuned of a mosl inleresUng nfghl.
oiga wignall, recipient or- a recent citizenship awiro inolocaf ar.rthor of 'chanc,r, Times" is to talk to us about. herhis_tur y. -chancy 

Tinres' is available from the shireoffice for $tz . with profits going t.o the yailamtrie
project .

Ihe book is welf
the meeting.

worlh a oood read before you come [o



lc r*r l r r lsAruRDAY. JUNE | srH AT
p.H. r r r r r r r

A date [o out In vour dlarv- as we are hosiln$. for
tha first t ime, the quarterly meeting of the No _ t
Regional Council of W.A. Hlstorical Socletles

Those of us who have aL[ended tfiese meelings over the
last years are aware ttrat our co-members ( Hist.
Socletles of Bayswater, Belmont., North Suburban,
Arnradale/Kelrrrscott, Carrnirrg,Gosnells, Kalamunda and
swan/Gufldford) have always taken great care boffr wlttr
presentation of their mu5eur' and with a truly great
afiernoon tea when they are hos[lno i[.

All rnembers rvill need to assist in making sure Temuka
fives up Lo the meaning of r[s name - WELCOf1E- (in the
Haori language ) for ,-fune l Sth.

This will nrean yard and housecleanirrg , altendaDCr 0rr
the day of a sizeable group and contributions towards the
afberrroon tfa.

NEWS OF OTHFR HISTORICAI SOCIFTIES.

Some effort ls belng put Into assessing the
responsibifity ot a hisLorical socieLy for any acclden[s to
visitors to museums. Not a problem we hane at present,
bub olre u Lake acliorr on in the fufure.

Bayswafer H.S. was pleased tu be invitcd bo open a
restored 1892 house in which their Ftoad Board hetd its
firsL meeting, The staf l which their SocieLy ran on the day
raised $966. Anyone know of a restored house we could
apen ???

^ cannfng t)lst.rict.s woodfoes Homest.ead lluseum c.harges
$qO for' ttre use of its gr'ourrds for weddings and f,as
bookings aheacl tiff Sept '95. They are somy b0 have
recently farewelled the crld canning Agricultural Hall,
demolished,rhey ob[ainecf a LoLLeries commission grant. Lo
buy a videocamerc to record their changing townscape.

Gosnells H.S. is concerned with damage done during
Wa[er Authorlfy work ftear a t20 yr-old hlsLorlc Lf mber
l.ramway route, now the l lason and Bird Heritage Trait.
They also had a LolLeries Conirri lsslon Gran[ Lo buy a new
jarrah display case.

Kalamunda H.5. en;oyed a bus tour round old boarding
houses In their dislricl and In flarch had a vfn[age fifm
night of Chaplin, Keaton, Laurel and Hardy in the grounds
of thefr Hfstory Vlf lage as a good fund-ralser.



Here are soms phone rrrrmbers ofmernUers
Preslden[ - llatreen Tfe 2gg | 60 I
Saeretary- Val llariln 294 lg12
Treasurer- Bob Wlllshlre- 299 BZlg
Past Pnes.- Jeff tlurray 2gS 2469
Pub, Off. - Judy Lore Zg 69g9
llambers - Research Chairperson- Briony Waterhouse
?98 9058, Ron Hancock
29AE2g6 ,
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