
FqcleII
of the

SHIRE of MIJNDARING
NEW MEMBERS \\TITH AN INTEREST IN LOC.,\L HISTORY ARE

WELCOME TO JOIN

.+THE HEIIBERS OF THE AEOVE SOCIETY WOULD LIKE TO- INTRODUCETHEMSELVES ANO THEIR AII lS FOR THE IIUNDARINC OrSrNrCr.

{ IF  YOU HAVE A  S I I1 ILAR INTEREST,  PLEASE CONTACT ANYONE OF US-' ,vE wouLD BE cLAD ro HAVE youJorN usnerrrruoinRE oN rHE rsTWEDNESDAY EACH IIONTH AT THE I.UNDARIN6 PN ENY SCHOOL'S LIERARYA T  E  P M

istorical



FROI1 THE PRESIDEI{T.
The search for a l' luseum to accommodate the expected collection of

urti f'ucis and refererrce moterial rnd to rct m t rneeti ng place comnrenced
e'ren before the inougurrtion of the Mundoring and Hills Historical societg in
*ugust 1989.

Feelcrs vent out seeking odvice rnd suggestions of possible buildings
vhich had historical value. Amongst suggestions vas the Freemasons' Lodge to
the reor oi the Shire council buildings. lt vrs then discovered that the Lodge
is vell used and is not ovbilable for other purposffi.

The l' lundaring shire then suggested sharing accommodolion vith other
societies in the 0re0 , but it vas found that accommodotion is elreodg
overtaxed.

For an immediate solution io the problem of vhere to meet, one of our
fourrdirrg menrbers rnd the proprietor of the Egan Gallerg, steve Hovlett,
offered the use of this building. This character building, set in historic
Drrlington, served us vell until ve outgrev the space avriloble.

we urere delighted vhen, under the auspices of another member, Briong
waterhouse, the nev l' lundrring Primerg school vas kind enough to allov the
r:se uf its librurg for our meetings. Being in the arer vhich gives us our nErne' ' l8emoreappropr ie te ,bu t thed i f f i cu l tgo f  hov ingnos torogefor r r t i foc ts  o r
reference moterial , or tbr the nucleus of o museum, remai ns.

Thus rrrerriberrr cuntirrued to seorch and vrite to the shire to fi nd a horne.
ln the meantime, t!r/o opportunities appeared to arise.
One vos the Old l"lundrring primorg sr;hool , vhich vas nov sitting

vocont . Another v8J dn offer to occommodate us in sn especiallg designed and
huilt fecilitrl at a proposed resort.

A drerm come truel But as time pessed, it sppesrs t0 hrve been onlg a
dream, despite the genuinenets of the offer. stil l, rve did hovc discucsionJ on
ihe posslble contents, and tlrsplag themes vhich vould represent our shire.

l' lov the storg of the Ohl flundoring prirnorg school. setfle into gour
seatg readers, as this is as long os it is monotonous. These buildi ngs, o series
rarrgrng from timber to brick to transportable rooms, sot on r site of greet
potential, rrrd devel0pers ond conrmunitg niernbers fourrd it irJerl for t shopping
centre.

There vere s0 msnu pokers in the fire that no-one could give a decision
to on enqui rg bg us as to the frte of the most historicrl section of the school,
vhich ve beganto covet. Meanvhile thevandals deciderl it should be destroged
a rrd set r bout i t vigorousl g.

Heonvhile the l' lundaring Rotepagers Associotion expressed an interest
r n establishi ng r local gouth centre i n the origi nal clossrooms. The Mundari ng
.9. Hills Historical societg considered their oppeol ond decided to seek the use of
the originrl teacher's residence. corresponderrce ventured bock ond forth
butveen the vrrious deprrtnrents urrd bu$i nB$ses involved, vith nothirrg but
\,ogue responses forthcomi ng.



.-teEnvnlte, Ine vsno8t$ sEV n0 re8$on t0 vait for
permisslon 0r opproval ond cont inued on their  destruct ive c0urse. publ ic
rrutir;e ultirrrtelg uchieved the irrstitutiorr 0f 6 securitu presence on the site.

Time passes. Priorities chenged. The |*IHHS ( us!) vras informed the
reouest ior s uouth centre hsd voned, snd ve thetpl_ore redirected our interest
to the clossroom, vhich vss for more structural lq etoble, l r rger,  and locoted
in r  better posit ion.

Afier rnucfi lnscilvltu 0n the psrt 0f the declslon mdt(ers, mstr End E0
goined the lond, D0LA rel inquished their  interest,  the Educot ion Department/
tlrnrstrg took vhat theg vanted and then something vas to be done about the
rest.

The buildings vere put to tender for demolition. The old residence come
tlovn vrth al l  the rest, leaving onlu the old clossroom. conf l ict ing stor ies then
circuleted as to the future ofthe old building. " lt 's going to be used bg the locol
doctors"- --"  N0, i t 's not"-  --" l t 's going to be used as storoge
space bg t tre developers " -  -  -  (  "Woit  rnd see.") " l t 's avai loble for ongone
vrho can sfford to remove it " ---("Possible") " l t 's being protected for
ruture use 0f  the mr ' lHs - - - - - ( "  Bel ieve i t  vhen tJou see i t  happen") .
" D0us ortg0t-rE core obuut this olrJ buihlirrg?"

The old clsssroom is stil l on site, vsiting for its uncertsin fete. Nov the
I-IHHS rs ovsre thst no-one rer l lg is sure of this t-ste, ve Ere making our ovn
moves to give i t  one. l99l  v i l l  be the deciding geor for this local lg
important historical building. we vill keep gou informed of its progress and
vhut proposuis ul t inutelg rr ise. i f  r lou bel ieve, as ve do, that this buikl ing is
importont snd thst it should be soved, then pleose contsct us. we need gour
support

'#trere uther-Shi res are goirrg to great effortv to preserve their locol
hislerg,ours oppears to be dragging vel l  behind. We have, for example, hrd o
report  ot  a Shrre vnrch trui l t  a museum ond then appl ied for members to
establish o historicol societg. Another example of vhich !/e ore avare is one
vhere an officer of the shire council is the societg's president ond another
otTicer is s ful l - t ime representot ive. In get another case the shire funds al l
expenge for thg locol societg, meeting mointenance costs, r6tes , pover etc rnd
even provides council machinerg to do improvements and construction. And so
the list goes 0rr. shires, both large srrd smsll, have seen the benefits of having
o vrell established ond presented historical societrl ond lluseum and ere acting
t0 Secure 0ne.

But don't dismag I The storg has not ended and mog get finish vith a
happg ending. There is support  out there, though curreni lg fragmented, and
the l" lHHS soldiers orr.  Our big rmbit ion is the old classroom, but to be vise,
ve sre slso looki ng of olternatives.
STAY TUNED I
JEFF TIURRAY, PRESIDEHT }IUNDARIf lG A HITIS HISTORICAT
SocrETY-



INTRODUCING OIIR MEMBERS
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Research GrouB=

l leet ings are now being held on the th i rd Thursdogs of
eech month for  members to engage in research into topics
being torget ted bg the Societg for  part icular  studg.

As we do not  hove on income other thon our own
subscriptions, members have l isted their o\r,/n historicol
reference books for  use in these sessions.
TOPICS which hove been suggested as being of  interest  ore;-

Historg of old l lundoring School .
Historg of  o ld l lundor ing shops and businesses
( port icular lg a long Jacobg St)
Hist0rg of Guest houses in t lundaring EreE.
Local i tg of  saw pi ts in the oreo.

HELP! llundaring Shire
photographs of the foi lowing
Secretor ies;-

c.  c00K (1907-190E )  .
G..H. ELLt0TT( t904- I  905s, W.

is  seeking informat ion ond
eorlg Rosds Bosrd Chairmen or

w.J.  RoACH( |  903 -  1908) ,
P.6RASS (  t933-  t93s) .

ALEERT FACEV LIBRARV , I1UNDARII'IG.

The Albert  foceg Libroru hos 6 l imi ted omount of  locol  h is tor ics l '
ln iormot ion,  most  of  i t  being contoined in o ver t ico l  f i le .

In 6cld i t ion theu hovet three or  four  books deol ing wi th loc8l  h is torg,
snd o well reseorched the'sis on the oreo Yr!' itten some thirtg-four geors
ago 0n o more generol note, theu hove books on west Austrolion historg,
sucn 6s the Eot tue Cgclopedios 6nd Dict ionsru of  Western Austr0 l ia  ,6s
wel l  as some ot  the bound volumes of  the RogEl  west  Austro l ian Histor ical

p6ntcular ,  who would normol lg look to thei r  locol  l ibr6ru rather th6n

norng f  or ther  af  ie lc l ,  would i ind o d ismauinglu smal l  amount of  mEter i6 l  t0
work l rom 

B. v woterhouse,
Februoru ,  l99 L



KATHERINE SUSANNAH PRITCHARD LIBRARY

GREENMOUNT

Sone local inforrnat ion is obtainable from the Local
H is to ry  f i l es  wh ich  a re  kep t  i n  a  cab ine t .  Access
to  the  cab ine t  i s  w i l l i ng l y  g i ven  by  rhe  desk  s ta f f .

Books relat ing to local history are avai lable from
other  va r ious  sec t ions  o f  the  l i b ra ry ,  such  as  the
Bigraphical sect ion etc.  you would have to know
which book you are Lod<ing for ei ther by the author
o r  the  book  t i t l es .

There  i s  a  range  o f  Ka the r ine  Susannah  p r i t cha rd ,s
books ,

The photo copied papers and couple of books in the
Local History sect ion seen as i f  they are i tems rrhich
have been donated to the Library. There does not
seem to be the interest to col lect local information
and  s to re  i t .

Staff  are fr iendly and co-operat ive,

V .  M a r t i n



}IUNDARING AND HILLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
REPORT FOR\OUARTERLY }IEETING HELD 8tr2t9g

Slnce ouflasl report on E/9/90, thls soclety has been rather Inactlve,
though we have 8 - l2 nrembers who are very Intenested and wlll lng.

one or the oroblems has been that there ls n0 clear Incllcatlon as t0
how or when we can acqulre a home of our own. Though we have Several
posslb l l l t les we are pursulng,  noth lng def ln l te has evolvecl  yet .  Thls tends
to nrake col lect lon of  ar tefacts and records of  l tems of  h ls tor lcal  value
lmposslb le.

However, we have had Speakers at our meetlngs ( Peter Blnden - 0n
past  abor lg lnal  use of  h l l ls  land ,  Robln Faulkner f rom the State Archlves
on preservatlon of fl lm and othef records ) and we have pSrtlclpated as
gulnea plgs In a trlal run of a CALPI hlstorlcal and natural hlstory toun 0f
oun area. Thls means that we have a good ldea 0f our alms and how t0 g0
about them.

our Preslderrt,Jeff f lurray, contlnues to produce our newsletter.
Var ious indlv iduals are contact ing us for  help in local  h is tory n la l ters

arrd we helD where we can.
We have part lc lpated In lwo Swap l leets and made a l l t t le  money- our

Dlanned part lc lpat lon In the Dar l lnglon Arts Fest lval  had to be cal led 0f f
due to lnsufflclent neadlness - however the plans we had made to have a
"Chi idhood games" d lsplay,  wl lh cnl ld par t lc lpat l0n,  have been hel0 reaoy
as we Intend to hold such an event  at  a sul table local  lest lval  ln  199 l .
we f  ound t l rat  an acl ive d lsplay such as th is  was lnvaluable Fof  gain ing
publ lc i ty  lor  our  cause In 1989. ,n

l t  I

,f . t- t".--<-
' ' ' "  f t  "

( I IRS WDY LOVE - DELEGAIE)



l{StOHC t SOCEIIES . DEC gTH. l$0 AT ltlEtC}lANlGS
NSTTTUTE.GUILDFOH).

CAT*I[.G DETHCT }ISTOHCAL SOCGTY.
Counclllor Nlke Devereux, Rep, gave detalls of several actlvltles 0f thls
soc lety.
( l) Sl'rlre of Cannlng supplles gardenlng for thls soclety, and thus

enables lt to malntaln grounds whlch brlng In revenue, as they are
hlred out for weddlng groups for photos.

Q) They malntaln WOO0LoES . Were part of the Cannlngton
Show, and have also produced a Calendar as a fund-ralser.

MS}€IS HISTORE.IL SOCEfi .
i l ) Informed meetlng that thelr Councll funds a person t0

computerlse and c0 | lect hlstorlcal Inf ormat l0n.
Q) They comblne wlth lhe shlre Llbrary ror some purposes. some

0f the Informatlon ls protected from general readlng untll 2050.
(J) Thelr Councll ls fundlng the bulldlng 0f a brldge over the rlver

as part  of  hlstor lcal  soclety tral l ,  for blke r ldlng and walklng.
(4) They have a HISToRICAL TREES project.
(5) Tlu Gosnells Hotel has been supportlve 0f the soclety.
(6) They have a CEHETERY PRqJECT and and oLD SHOPS proJect.
(7) 'BACK T0 C€SNELLS' WEEK ls In Seot/Oct.

BEI.'STIT HISTOR ICIL S@GTY.
( | ) lrrformed meetlng that they f Ind their archives are belng

conslderably used by students, partlcularly TEE students.
(D At tlmes there have been as many as 100 students per day

v i> i t lng t f re i r  h iSt0r ical  d lSplay.
(i) They have found displays in shopping centres t0 be 0f value.
(.i) They apglied to Lotterles Commisslon for funds t0 make thelr

dlsDlay rnore secure. - $1000 worth 0f damage was done t0 the out
slde of thelr bulldlng. The pollce hellcopter now goes over lt at nlght.



( 2 \

( 3 )

( i )

(2 )

Current  ly  featur ing a beaut i fu l lycared f  o r  ano exh ib i ted(  1 )  Currenl lY I  eatur l r l9 d usdr.r

se lect ion of chr istening robeg'
by manning Houghtorr horrreHelped ln  spr i r rg  in  va l ley  fegt iva l

Donation of sonre old roseDushes.

$ I that they ralseo

( 3 )
qolnq to dlsDlay eaf ly wlrelesses and photographs start lng at t l le

AusraI la  day week -end.
(4)  The l r  a t tendances were 5 l l  adu l !s  and225 ch l ld ren for  the

mor',th of 0ctober, 1990.
15) A copy of thelr Newsletter ls enclosed.

FROI1 MLCHARLES EADON CLARKE. RWAHS REP:-

( I) THE RWAHS IS ANXIOUS TO HAVE IIOTIONS AND IDEAS FROI1 THE
ERAI'ICHES FOR THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE,

Q) I'IEWSLETTER 5WAP5 ARE A GOOD IDEA
(3) IT IS A OOOD IDEA TO HAVE COPIES OF NEWSLETTER IN DRs

SURGERIES AND HI6H SCHOOL LIBRARIES, A5 WELL AS SHIRE
LIBRARIES.

(4) THERE ARE FOUR THINGS WHICH AN ACTIVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
CAI'I D0 FOR Tl-lE AREA lT SERVES;-

IT RAISES THE HISTORICAL ENTHUSIASM IN THE SHIRE,
IT IS EDUCATIONAL FOR THE SHIRE's CHILDREN.
IT PROVIDES PUBLICITY FOR THE DISTRICT.
IT IS INCOME PRODUCING, BOTH FOR ITSELF AND FOR LOCAL
TRADES A}..ID BUSINESS PEOPLE,

x Interestlng ract = Bob Pearce, NLA, covens the cost of the Afmadale/
Kelnrscott newsietter.

x A6f1 of No I Reglon ls on March 9th.
x  T l re  o ther  soc le t les  look f  o rward to  be lng ab le  to  v is l t  us  when we get

They man "HISTORY HOUSE", and have some changlng dlsplays-

one recently was on Dhotographlc equlpment rrom 1870, lent by a

local photographlc equlpment shopowtler, Hr Davld 6reen ln addlt l0n'

r l f  Rorr Kowald exhlblted proJectors and 0ld photograpns
The wl re less  Hl l l  V ln tage Wlre less  and GramoOhone Club was

(A)
(B)
( L  '

(D)

Indicated that ther Shire gave $2 for every

a nome. Judy Love, Delegate.



t ' lUXDARlt lc & Hl LLS HIST0RICAL SOCI ETY,I ' ' l . rch 9, |  99 |
LtPoRI foL QUA'TERLY mEETIXG 0f tao I  LEGlol lAL C0UllClt  0F W.A. HIST. S0C'r

( I ) This Sai?tt1 har baen 6ctive lstelg in ottempting to pres€rve thc 1908
3chlol ru)fiF , Wurllrrnorial rnd rosi gsrden at the site of the
old HurdcrirB Primerg cctrol ( :old to br a futurc shopping centrc).
wc cre rllcmptr r4 lo lriyc thesr ltem both lbr their iotn nsic vsl ue

,ir"t 6isi 05 a future rnus.um srd nEetirq place for our societv.
(Attackd is r n6e!plper rrticlo vritton bg one ofour rn€mbors).
our cAproacn lo thrs project is msnu r'Eceted ond include3 these

octio$t in 6dditi0n to the article;-
(c) Applicrtion for listihg in lhtion l Rrgister of Netional Estatc.
( b) Applicutioo for grunt fronr Australirn tlerittge Commission

( Which ve vould need for eithrr purch$e of the lsnd from
devclopers- t4sir oM Co - or , if mt needing to purch$c ths
laM, for renovstion of the buildings).

(c) Yrlurblc rupport h6s been forthcoming from Nundsring
& Hovet REtepluer! A33oci6ti0rtr, Nundorim Primog Schml
P & C ond thc buglc Trer Protcction 9ocietu.

(d) APRIL 20TH - on thir dslJ, the Societg vill hold a displog
0f photos 0rd corduct 0n inform€ti0n/petiti0n exercise t0
inform locol r6ident! of cventgso fsr.

(e) \{e hsve E Drochurc ln prep6roti0n vhich Hll fullg inform
the public, Shire councillors snd interested friends of 0ur
icti,/ities. We vill be 03king for E meetinq vith the Shire's
most Eppropn0te sub-commlttee l0 prFent our case.

(2) 'r'/e h6re f0r rne'l i Resetrch Commrttee vhich fieels rvertJ third
Thurtris! ond r: nov rngoged in re3errch on mstter3 concerning
I lre ilutuJE ri riq tov r|Jite.

(.'.) \Ye h!\'e rildr r dccl3ron to begin our collc{tion !r'ith orll historg
r90e3,3rr'Ce lf€se pregent no real 3torege problem ln our ggpsg stste.
A.';or,Jir,!lg, vE hnvc lBd60 inforrnsl chrt6tour l6Jt rneeting vith

tljo long-timr Hundaring r?3idenls, Hrs Bessie Bendin0 snd her
orother. flr leeceLroy. Ihege extremelq intere3tlng people, both
.:r0uf,,j 00 |Jeori 0ld, i,l'.irid vith us some extremelg interesting
rn?nnri?r frnm !heir 'rtst store. Sorne of these concerned the 0ld
l lurritr i r4 :uiurl, v hich both rtterrded. TtEl recslled lhese soris ol'
thing3 - the vegetEble gsrden cM orchsrd therJ tended os part of their
sludr.r. th. vrq the bow 'ntcked oif'to svim in ne€rbg creeks 6t
lurcht i i r ic (  thd rha,cl ing theg got \y$vorlh i t ,  therJ fel t) ,  their
!ms??m?ol ofreeing( and heoring) lhe veterons of World Wor I vho
vere senl iereto recugerote trom 0reEdiul lung rnturq 0iter bein0
gailca ond lheir long valks to donces ot neorbg 3ettlement3 ve0riflg
home- mrde niv!p€per ' rsinhats" 6nd ' roimoatg" .

This frts vhetted urlr t!getites to record nJ mrnu rnemones Es
ic3: ible. lYe 3re eolng t0 get the instruct ioni l  tape 0n 'ho"ter"

vhrch lion'16 JEmresr)n snd t he 8€ttfe Lt brsr U have produced, plus
sor'is 0f tl's listed re6dirrgi. We t|ovt ufc 0f Dur ndftbers Joon t0
compleie the 0rrl HigtorV Recording Cource, eftl hope ehe con
Inrll8re rl€ rigt ol us Into rt. srnce t'ev 0i w csn 306re the ti nre
ilr iie frill i.ourJc jugt r,o'

I dJ With rhp hn4 ̂ nnF.rttt/lh nf th. SVEn 0i!lrict3 tlSmeru llub, Or'Jr
uuii_cciiurr ui iirt,. ' l]rucrrrs of iristoric'al siir3 nrrd peuple 0i the
f1!.iidti ':r;3lir19 cori:nre9 i0 qro,.r. . ...... .3ll re nes'1 n0,/ r3
infn;vliPr; t'. nr'i l lse ll ' 
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Fight to s 00

L
THEMundaringand

Hills H istorical Societv
is fighting to save thi
old I\lundaring School
building.

This is one of the last
historic buildings left
sunding in Mundaring,
many others have been
demol ished in  recent
years.

The old weatherboard
school has a strong link
with many old families
in the district who came
to seule in Mundaring at
the turn of the centurv
and sent their children til
rhe newly o;iened school
in 1908.

A school was fust es-
trblished in Mundarins
in 1907 and the firs-r
c lasses were conducted
in the local hall on No-
vcmber 4, wirlr just 15
children- attcnding the
opening day.

Eli Willis, the head
teacher from the Mun-
dar ing Wei r  School ,
came up and taught there
part-time until tlp CMst-
mas holidays.

The next school vear
began widr rlre apg5int-
ment  o [  a  fu l l  t ime
teacher, Mr philip Tur-
vey. Mrs Turvey acrcd as
rcwing miitress until tlre
appointment of an assis-
tant teacher in 1909. The
Turveys moved into the
Iittle school house in
Nichol Sreet (which was
recently demolished) on
Ocober 28. 1908.

The new one-roomed
weatherboard school was
opened two weeks later
on November 10, 1908,
with.about 30 pupils at-
lenomg.

Children of t imber
workers, orchardists and
small farmers made freir

The Mundaring and
Hills Historical Society
is trying o save the old
schml on site and would
like to use the building
for meetings and to even-
tually establish a museum
there. If the building
remains on site the Na-
tional Trust would con-
sider listing the building,
adding is hisorica! value
to the district.

If the building is re-
moved to another site, it
loses is historical signifi-
cance and canrrct be listed
by the trust-

If you would like to
voice youropinion on this
issue you can contact fte
Mundar ing and Hi l l s
Hisorical Society mcm-
bcrs  on these phone
numbcrs 298-905tt, 295-
1601,295-2552 or 295-
2465-
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