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The  Da r l i ng t , on  A r t s  Fes t i va l  weekend  o f  4 -5
November  was  the  f i r s t  p rov i r rg  g round  fo r  ou r
f l edg l i ng  soc ie tV r  and  go ing  by  t he  commen ts
o f  t hose  who  we re  on  ros te r ,  i t  was  a  g rea t
success .  The  sub jec t  o f  t he  l oca l  Pub l i c f s
response  t o  ou r  d i sp lay  and  p resence  w i l l  be
on  t he  agenda  f o r  t he  December  mee t i ng .  As
the  mann ing  o f  t he  d i sp lay  was  done  by  ros te r ,
I 'm  su re  eve ryone  i s  i n t e res ted  i n  t he  i n fo rm- .
a t i on  and  pe rsona l i t i e s  t he  o the rs  encoun te red .
The  December  mee t i ng ,  be ing  t , he  l as t  f o r  t he
yea r  o f  1989 ,  w i l l  be  conduc ted  on  a  co -
ope ra t i ve  bas i s  whe re  eve ryone  w i l l  have  t he
oppo r tun i t y  t o  speak  on  t he i r  expe r i ence  aL  t he
Fes t i va l  and  a l so  t he i r  amb i t i ons  f o r  1990 .

The  Soc ie t y  i s  a l r eady  be ing  o f f e red  dona t i ons
o f  a r t e fac t s .  Th i s  i s  t r emendous  and  i nd i ca tes
the  lmpo r tan t  r o l e  we  w i l l  p rov i de  i n  ou r
commun i - t y .  I t  a l so  s t r esses  t , he  need  f o r  t he  .
H i s to r i ca l  Soc ie t y  w i t h i n  t he  Munda r i ng  Sh i re .
We  have  come  on to  t he  scene  l a te  i n  t he  sequence
o f  deve lopmen t  i n  t he  Eas te rn  H i1 l s ,  bu t  mos t
ce r t a i n l y  no t  t oo  l a te  t o  do  some th ing
cons t ruc t i ve  i n  r eco rd ing  and  secu r i ng  i t s
h i s t o r y ,  Th i s  s i t ua t i on  on l y  r e i n fo r ces
the  impo r tance  o f  a  H i s to r i ca l  Soc ie t y  and  a l so
the  u rgen t  need  fo r  us  to  secu re  a  museum on
su i t ab l y  f u rn i shed  l and .

,/t

/ 1 "  men t i oned  a t  t he  l as t  mee t i ng ,  i - n te res ted-  members  w i l l  have  the  oppor tun i t y  t o  comment
on  t he  p roposa l  t o  be  subm i t t ed  q t  t he  Sh i re
on  a  H i s to r i ca l  V i I I age .  D i scuss ions  have
a l ready  commenced  w i t h  Sh i re  r ep resen ta t i ves
on  t he  poss ib l e  r equ i remen ts  .  f o r  such  a  s i t e
w i t h  some  feedback  be ing  p rov ided .  The  ba l l
i s  now  i n  ou r  cou r t  t o .  come  up  w i t h  a
conv inc ing  p roposa l  cove r ing  no t  on l y  ou r
immed ia te  needs ,  bu t  a  f u tu r i s t l c  app roach
to  p rov ide  fo r  yea rs  to  cone ..\
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you  w i sh  t o  commen t  on  t he  p roposa l ,  p l ease
fo rwa rd  when  t he  sub jec t  i s  r a i sed  i n  December .

0n  t he  sub jec t  o f  a r t e facLs ,  i t  i s  no t  t oo  ea r l y
Lo  be  seek ing  ou t  su i t ab le  i t ems  wh i ch  a re
impo r tan t  t o  t he  Sh i re  h i s t o r y .  A t t hough  we
do  no t  cu r ren t l y  have  t he  des i r ed  accommoda t i o r t
t o  cen t ra l l y  house  t hese  a rLe fac t s ,  su i t ab le
tempora ry  p ro tec t i on  can  be  a r ranged .  The
Ionge r  we  s ta l l  t he  co l l ec t i on  o f  ou r  l oca l
h i s t o r y ,  t he  more  t he  chance  we  w i l l  l e t  t hem
s11p  t hnough  ou r  f i nge rs .

I ' I e  have  a roused  t he  l oca l  commun i t y t s  i n t e res t
now  and  need  t o  p roceed  t o  ma in ta i n  an  ac t i ve
p ro f i l e .  Remember ,  we  don t  necessa r i l y  have  t o
p rocu re  a I I  t he  i t ems  o f  i n t e res t s  w i t h i n  ou r
d i s t r i c t .  Know ing  t he  ex i s t ance  and  l oca t i on
o f  i n f o rma t i on  can  be  j us t  as  impo r tan t  as
s to r i ng  t he  i t em  ou rse l ves .  I f  you  a re  o f f e red
dona t i ons  o f  a r t e fac t s  f o r  t he  Soce i t y r  p l ease
a l so  acqu i re  t he  p resen t  owne rs  name  and  add ress
as  we  w i l l  r equ ine  t he  dono r  t o  au tho rLze  a
no t i ce  t ha t  t he  i t ems  w i l l  t hen  be  t , he  p rope r t y
o f  t he  Soc ie t y .

Equa1 l y ,  i f  no t  mo re  impo r tan t  i s  t he  co l l ec t i r r g
o f  o ra l  h i s t o r y  f r om ou r  o l de r  r es i den t s .  The
know ledge  and  i n fo rma t i on  re ta i ned  by  t hese
peop le  i s  ex t reme ly  va luab le  and  v i t a l  f o r  ou r
Soc ie t y  t o  cons t ruc t  t he  l oca l  h i s t o r y .  I f
we  become  too  pne -occup ied  w i t h  ma te r i a l  i t ems
o f  h i s t o r y ,  we  w i l I  m i ss  t he  oppo r tun i t y  t o
ga in  t he  s i gn i f i cance  o f  such  ma te r i a l .  The re
; re  r es i den t s  ou t  t he re  who  s t i l l  have  t he
f f i a i l s  we  requ i re  t o  deve lop  ea r l y  h i s t o r y ,  and
i t  i s  up  t o  us  now  to  app roach  t hese  sou rces
i ^ rh i l e  t hey  s t i l l  a re  ava i l ab le .  A l t hough  t he re
a re  f ew  amongs t  us  who  a re  sk i l l ed  i n  o ra l  h i s t o r y t
t he  e f f o r t  t o  t a l k  t o  t hese  peop le  can  s t i l l  be
reward ing .
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A  t eam e f f o r t  i s  r equ i red ,  i nvo l v i ng  eve ryone  o f
us  t o  co l l ec t  t h i s  i n f o rma t i on .  So  t he  cha l l enge
has  been  p resen ted  I  make  t he  move  t o  seek  ou t
and  t a l k r  y€s  t a l k ,  t o  ou r  o l de r  f o l k  and  ga in
the  know ledge  we  need .  A l l  you  need  i s  a  casse t t e
o r  t , ape  reco rde r ,  t he  t ime  and  a  l o t  o f  cons ide r -
a t i on .  S ta r t  w i t h  you r  own  re l a t i ves ,  i f  t hey
a re  su i t ab le ,  I tm  su re  t hey  wou ld  be  on l y  t oo
p leased  t o  know  tha t  someone  i s  i n t e res ted .  I f
you  have  any  hes i t a t i ons  o r  doub ts ,  t hen  p l ease
app roach  t he  commi t t ee  who  w i l l  ass i s t  i n  wh i ch
eve r  way  t hey  can .  Good  hun t i ng  !

P lans  a re  underway  fo r  ano the r  excu rs ion  to  be
conduc ted  ea r l y  i n  1990 .  The  t heme  i s  'Ge t  t o .
Know You r  Loca l  H i s to r i ca l  S i t es '  .  Fu r t he r
i n fo rma t i on  w i l l  be  ava i l ab le  c l ose r  t o  t he
even t ,  bu t  t he  f o rma t  i s  t o  be  on  day  t r i ps
v i s i t i ng  l oca t i ons  wh i ch  p l ayed  a  pa r t  i n  t he
deve lopmen t ,  o f  t he  Munda r i ng  Sh i re .  Su i t ab le
resea rch  w i l l  p rov ide  the  commenta ry  to  an
in te res t i ng  t oun ,  deve lop ing  each  member r s
i n te res t  and  unde rs tand ing .  U l t ima te l y  a
g rea ten  app rec ia t i on  o f  t he  se r i es  o f  even t s
wh i ch  con t r i bu ted  t o  deve lopmen t  and  a l so  t he
loca t i on  o f  impo r tan t  s l t es  w i l l  be  acqu i red
by  a l l  members .  Soon  a  comp le ted  l i s t  o f  a l l
t he  known  named  fea tu res  w i l l  be  ava i l ab le .
I f  you  know  o f  o the r  s i t es  wh i ch  a re  no t
reco rded  on  t h i s  l i s t  t hen  ce r t a i n l y  p resen t
them so  tha t  ! , r e  may  bu i l d  a  more  accu ra te  and
up - to -da te  accoun t  o f  s l gn i f i can t  f ea tu res .

The  Soc ie t y  now  has  s tock  o f  seve ra l  pub l i ca t i c
wh i ch  re l a te  t o  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  ou r  D i s t r i c t .  We
so ld  many  o f  t hese  a t  t he  recen t  Fes t i va l  b r i ng i r ,
i n  revenue  to  ou r  bank  accoun t .  These  books  ape
so ld  t o  t he  pub l i c  a t  t he  no rma l  r e ta i l  p r i ce ,
bu t  a re  be ing  o f fe red  to  ou r  members  a t  a  d i scoun t  "
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Th i s  i s  a  l eg i t ima te  d i scoun t ,  amoun t i ng  t o
genera l l y  $2  pe r  book  r  wh ich  makes  them the
cheapes t  o f f e r  anywhe re  anound .  So  i f  you
wan t  t o  pu rchase  a  copy  o f  wha t  i s  be ing
o f  f e red ,  see  Bob  V ' t i l t sh i r e  and  he lp  t he  Soc ie t y  t  s
f unds  a t  t he  same  t ime .

The  MHHS i s  p rog ress ing  we I I ,  pe rhaps  you  cou ld
even  commen t  r ve ry  we l l f .  We  have  mos t  ce r t a i n l y
ach ieved  a  l o t  i n  t he  sho r t  t e rm  we  have  been
ope ra t i ng .  0u r  i den t i t y  i s  be ing  es tab l i shed
and  new  members  a re  be ing  a t t r ac ted  regu la r l y
t o  j o i n .  W i t h  con t i nued  en thus iasm and  pa r t i c i p -
a t i on  by  t he  members ,  t he  s ta tus  o f  ou r  Soc ie t y
i s  assu red .  A  sub jec t  wh i ch  i s  r egua r l y  be ing
men t i oned  conce rn ing  ou r  i den t i t y r  i s  a  l ogo .

The  adop t ion  o f  a  l ogo  i s  impor tan t  f o r  many
reasons ,  two  o f  wh i ch  a re :

1 .  As  t he  o f f i c i a l  sea l  o f  t he  i nco rpo ra t i on
o f  an  Assoc ia t i on .  Th i s  secu r i t y  s t a tus
i s  t o  be  i n t r oduced  soon  t o  p ro tec t  t he
members  o f  ou r  Soc ie t y  aga ins t  l ega1  ac t i on ,
I eas t  some th ing  de t r imen ta l  shou ld  occu13 .

2 .  As  i den t i t y .  The  re l a t i onsh ip  o f  t he
commun i t y  and  o f  t he  Soc ie t y r s  members t
w i t h  a  eas i l y  l den t i f i ed  l ogo  dep i c t i ng  a
theme  o f  t he  d i s t r i c t ,  p romo tes  p r i de  and
a  sense  o f  be long ing .

Move ' s  have  been  in i t i a ted  to  have  a  su i tab le
des ign  a r t i s t r a ted .  I f  you  have  any  i deas  on
wha t  so r t  o f  de ta i l  wou ld  cha rac te rLze  ou r
Soc ie t y ,  t hen  p l ease  app roach  t he  comml t t ee  soon .
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INTERESTING SNIPPETS

The  f i r s t  i n  t h i s  se r i es  i s  a  l e t t e r  t o  t he  ed i t o r(newspape r  unknown)  da ted  23  t ( ay ,  1955 ,  t i t l edr rThe  Abo r i g i nes  Ca l1ed  I t  tMunda r - i ng " i .

S i n  As  A  Wes t ra l i an  f  was  ve ry  p l eased  t o  see
the  p resen ta t i on  -o f  t he  p i c t u re  p roduced  by  t he
Depa r tmen t  o f  f n f o rma t i on  show ing  g l impses  o f
Pe r th  and  ! ' l e s te rn  Aus t ra l i a .  r t -w i s  vb ry  good
bu t ,  o f  cou rse ,  d i d  no t  do  j us t i ce  t o  t , h6  [ f  age
gene ra l l y  because  i t  d i d  no t  show  many  o f  t f r e -
p re t t i en  sec t i ons  o f  t he  Swan  R i ve r  o r  any th i ng
o f  t he  beau t i f u l  beaches  o r  Ro t t nes t  r s t and ,  3 I s t .Lo  men t i on  a  f ev r  -  o r  t he  g rand  ha rbou r  o f  A r6any .

One  l h i ng  t ha t  d i d  p l ease  me  was  t he  co r rec t
p ronunc ia t i on  o f  "Mundar ing r f  .  l , l hen  my  fa the r
acqu i red  a  p rope r t y  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  i n  t he  1g90 rs ,
abou t  ha l f  way  a l ong  t he  spu r l i ne  read ing  f r om the
ma in  t r a i n  l i ne  t o  t he  we i4  t he  s tepp ing  p l ace
was  known  as  Guge r i r s  s i d i ng ,  and  a t -  t f r i t  t ime
the re  was  an  abo r i g i na l  camp  i n  t he  h i l l s  be tween
the_ ra i lway  l i ne  runn ing  t o  t he  we i r  and  Sawye r r s
Va l l ey  and  my  f a the r  l nqu i r ed  t he  name  o f  t ha
p lace  as  i t  was  known  to  t hose  abo r i g i nes .

I t  was  known  to  them as  r fMundar - i ng r r  and
p ronounced  r rMundah r i ng t t  .  Fo r  s imp l i  f i ca t i on
my  fa the r  named  h i s  p rope r t y  t he  i rMundar ing
V ineya rd  Company . f f  F rom th i s  name came tha  name
fo r  t he  townsh ip  o f  Mundar ing  and  a l so  fo r  t he
Munda r i ng  We i r .
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(  The  abo r ig ina l  mean ing  g i ven  to  my  fa the r  was
"a  h i gh , '  p l ace  on  a  h i gh  p l ace " .  The  l oca t i on
was  i n  r t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  t he  apex  o f  t he  Da r l i ng
Range  4bou t  t ha t  a rea  )  .

W i t h  t he  open ing  o f  t he  we i r  t he  excu rs i on i s t s
used  te  a r r i ve  i n  d roves  by  t ra in  and  the  sp ru i - ke rs  t
ra i twaa  gua rds  and  ra i lway  po r te rs  soon  conve r ted
the  na rE€  to  be  p ronounced  r fMunda i r i ng r r .  Excep t
fo r  t he  rea l l y  o ld  hands  i t  was  been  ' rMunda i r i ng t t

eve r  s i nce  bu t  i t  was  qu i t e  a  p l easu re  t o  hea r
the  pnope r  p ronunc ia t i on  i n  t he  documen ta ry
wh ich  i s  now show ing  i n .  Sydney .

Common useage  usua l l y  su rv i ves  i n  t he  end  bu t  as
one  who  i s  ve ry  fond  o f  t he  abo r ig ina l  names  and

' t he i r  co r rec t  de r i va t i on ,  i t  cou ld  poss ib l y  be
tha t  t he  res i c ien ts  a t  r rMundar ing  I ' l e i r r r  w i l l  be
i n te res ted  i n  t he  o r i g i n  o f  t he  name  and  may  ca re

' l o  conve r t  t he  usage  t o  more  co r rec t l y  t i e  i n  w i t h
the  ea r l y  and  ac tua l  f ounda t ion  o f  t he  name wh ich
no  doub t  goes  back  many  yea rs  i n  t he  anna ls  o f
t he  o rg i na l  occupan ts  o f  t h i s  coun tny  -  You rs re t c .
IAN  M.  JAC0BY,  Sydney .

I
I
I

As  a  rem inder ,  t he  nex t  and  f i na l  mee t ing  fo r
1989  w i l l  be  he ld  a t  t he  Egan  Ga l l e r y ,  Da r l i ng ton
a t  8 .00pm on  t he  6 th  December .  Aga in  a  sma l l
p l a te  f o r  suppe r  wou ld  ass i s t  i n  mak ing  t h i s
t f es t i ve t  mee t i ng  a  success .  See  you  a l l  t he re .
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